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Sec.  and  Gen.  Man. 
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Chamber  of  Commerce,  Lima,  Peru. 

LUIS  N.  BRYCE,  MARIANO  I.  PRADO  Y  UGARTECHE, 
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J.  A.  DE  LAVALLE,  FELIX  C.  C.  ZEGARRA, 
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The  President,  The  Secretary. 


Centro  Comercial,  Rosario,  Argentina. 

The  President,  The  Secretary. 


Chamber  of  Commerce,  Montevideo,  Uruguay. 

B.  LORENZO  HILL,  THOMAS  B.  HOWARD. 


Chamber  of  Commerce,  San  Paulo,  Brazil. 

The  President,  The  Secretary. 


The  Commercial  Association  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil. 
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FERNANDO  MENDES. 


Society  of  Engineers,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil. 

CAPT.  CORDEIRO  DA  GRAQA. 


The  State  of  Rio  Grande  do  Snl,  Brazil. 

F.  DE  P.  CHAVES  CAMPELLO. 


Chamber  of  Commerce,  Para,  Brazil. 
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Chamber  of  Commerce,  Georgetown,  Demerara,  British  Guiana. 
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THE  OBJECTS  j»  <*•  j*  j* 
OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

f  st*  To  bring  before  our  manufacturers, 
dealers  and  consumers,  all  the  varied  pro- 
ducts of  the  world,  that  they  may  make  the 
best  selection  for  their  own  special  interests, 

2d.  To  publish  concerning  these  products 
all  scientific  and  useful  information  which 
may  aid  the  manufacturer  and  consumer  in 
their  choice* 

3d*  To  place  on  exhibition  manufactured 
products  from  foreign  counties,  in  order  that 
our  manufacturers  may  be  properly  informed 
concerning  all  markets  which  they  ought  to 
enter  or  control. 

4th*  To  gather  from  all  parts  of  the 
world,  and  to  make  immediately  available 
to  our  business  men,  full  and  specific  infor- 
mation concerning  trade  opportunities* 


The  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum* 

The  closing  of  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  in  the 
fall  of  1893  offered  the  opportunity  for  bringing  together  in  a 
permanent  exhibition  an  immense  collection  of  the  varied  pro- 
ducts of  the  world  which  illustrate  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  with  foreign  countries.  The  possibility  of  making  such 
collections  having  been  called  to  the  attention  of  City  Councils, 
an  ordinance  was  passed  on  October  iQth,  1893,  appropriating 
the  sum  of  $10,000  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses. 

Philadelphia's  proposition  to  permanently  exhibit  these 
products  for  the  benefit  of  foreign  commerce  was  accepted  by  the 
Ministers  of  the  Latin-American  countries.  Kxtensive  exhibits 
were  also  secured  from  Australia,  Japan,  India  and  Africa.  As 
a  result  of  this  there  was  transported  to  Philadelphia  the  largest 
and  most  comprehensive  permanent  collection  of  raw  products 
in  existence.  These  collections,  through  the  work  of  special 
commissions  and  agents  in  foreign  countries,  have  been  greatly 
increased. 

The  collections  were  stored  in  City  Hall  and  in  other 
buildings  until  proper  quarters  could  be  secured.  On  the  ist 
•of  August,  1895,  the  old  offices  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Company  were  leased  for  a  period  of  five  (5 )  years.  These  offices 
afford  about  200,000  square  feet  of  exhibition  space,  included 
in  over  one  hundred  (100)  rooms. 

Under  date  of  June  i5th,  1894,  the  City  Councils  of  Phila- 
delphia passed  an  ordinance  creating  a  Board  of  Trustees 
to  organize  and  direct  The  Philadelphia  Museums. 

On  the  27th  day  of  June,  1895,  the  City  Councils  passed  an 
ordinance  giving  over  to  the  Trustees  eight  acres  of  land.  By 
an  ordinance  approved  October  loth,  1896,  eight  acres  were 
added  to  this,  making  sixteen  acres.  This  land  is  located 
within  ten  minutes  ride  of  City  Hall.  There  will  be  erected 
on  these  grounds  buildings  for  The  Philadelphia  Museums, 
the  plans  of  which  have  already  been  prepared. 
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Appropriations. 

On  the  iQth  of  October,  1893,  there  was  appropri- 
ated for  the  beginning  of  this  work,  -     $  10,000 

In  March  of  1894,  Councils  appropriated,  25,000 

In  the  month  of  December,  1894,  Councils  appro- 
priated for  general  maintenance  for  the  coining  year,  20,000 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1895,  the  Trustees  re- 
ceived from  the  City  for  maintenance  and  enlargement,  65,000 

About  the  same  time  there  was  set  aside  for  a  re- 
taining wall  on  the  grounds  already  given  by  the  City,  15,000 

July  1 6th,  1896,  an  ordinance  was  passed  giving  to 
the  Museums  for  equipment  and  building,  200,000 

By  an  ordinance  passed  in  December  of  1896,  the 
Museums  received  for  maintenance  for  the  following 
year,  -  75>°°c» 

A  bill  has  been  introduced  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  asking  for  an 
appropriation,  for  building  purposes,  of  -  500,000 

Organization  of  the  Institution* 

Under   the   date   of  June    15,  1894,  the  City  Councils   of 
Philadelphia  passed  an  ordinance  creating  a  Board  of  Trustees 
to  organize  and  direct  The  Philadelphia  Museums. 
This  Board  consists  of 

The  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

The  Presidents  of  Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the  City 
of  Philadelphia. 

The  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

The  State  Commissioner  of  Forestry. 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Education  of  the  City 
of  Philadelphia,  and  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Schools 
of  Philadelphia. 

The  above  are  ex-officio  members.  All  other  trustees  are 
life  members  of  the  Board,  having  been  appointed  by  Councils 
and  approved  by  the  Mayor. 

In  order  that  the  work  of  this  Institution  might  be  made 
wholly  national  in  its  scope  and  usefulness,  there  was  organ- 
ized a  National  Advisory  Board. 
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This  Board  consists  of  members  elected  by  the  Chambers 
of  Commerce,  Boards  of  Trade  and  other  commercial  organi- 
zations throughout  the  United  States. 

The  first  meeting  of  this  Advisory  Board  was  held  June 
2,  3  and  4,  1896. 

By  unanimous  resolution,  adopted  June  3d,  1896,  it  was 
resolved  by  this  body  that  the  Advisory  Board  should  be 
extended  to  embrace  delegates  from  Chambers  of  Commerce 
and  commercial  organizations  in  other  countries.  In  accord- 
ance with  this  resolution  invitations  were  extended  to  all  the 
prominent  commercial  organizations  of  Latin-America  to  ap- 
point delegates  to  serve  on  this  Board,  all  of  which  were  ac- 
cepted and  promptly  acted  upon. 

It  was  also  voted  that  individual  business  concerns 
throughout  the  country  might  secure  a  membership  by  a 
small  fee,  entitling  them  to  reports  on  the  various  markets  of 
the  world  relating  to  their  special  interests. 

The  necessity  of  frequent  negotiations  with  foreign 
governments  has  led  to  the  organization  of  the  Honorary 
Diplomatic  Board.  The  Ministers  to  the  United  States  from 
the  following  countries  are  members  of  this  Board  ; 

Mexico,  Chile, 

Guatemala,  Argentine  Republic, 

Costa  Rica,  Uruguay. 

Nicaragua,  Brazil, 

Salvador,  Venezuela, 

Honduras,  Haiti, 

Colombia, 


The  Departments  of  the  Museums  are  the  following: 

L     Department  of  Raw  Products, 

The  collections  in  this  section  are  arranged  Geographi 
cally  and  Monographically. 

17 


Exhibits  according  to  Countries, 

Under  this  classification  a  visitor  may  study  the  resources 
and  commercial  features  of  any  particular  country.  He  can 
see  the  extent  and  variety  of  its  products,  and  investigate  the 
character  of  its  industries,  climate  and  soil.  He  can  note  the 
means  of  transportation  and  manner  of  communication  with 
the  commercial  world  ;  and  so  be  enabled  to  derive  from  the 
exhibits,  maps,  charts  and  other  data  collected,  valuable  in- 
formation necessary  in  the  conduct  of  his  business. 

Exhibits  According  to  Kinds  of  Products, 

Under  this  classification,  the  manufacturer,  merchant  or 
consumer,  interested  in  any  particular  commodity,  may  here 
find  systematically  arranged  and  displayed  samples  of  the 
various  products  which  interest  him.  These  are  brought 
together  from  all  sections  of  the  globe,  and  are  accompanied 
by  all  obtainable  data  whereby  he  may  judge  of  their  commer- 
cial value.  For  instance,  the  manufacturer  of  woods  finds 
displayed  for  his  benefit  thousands  of  samples,  embracing 
nearly  all  the  woods  of  the  world,  in  sufficient  size  and  quantity, 
and  with  data  necessary  for  him  to  determine  their  value  in 
his  particular  industry.  Likewise,  the  textile  manufacturer 
here  finds  samples  of  the  wools,  si>ks,  cottons,  vegetable 
fibres,  etc.,  from  every  foreign  country,  comprising  the  most 
varied  and  complete  collection  of  its  kind  in  existence.  The 
collections  of  hides,  skins,  leather,  tanning  materials,  dye 
stuffs,  food  products,  oils,  medicinal  drugs  and  herbs,  minerals, 
etc.,  are  intended  to  enable  the  dealers  in  these  products  to 
keep  fully  posted  upon  the  constantly  changing  conditions  of 
the  markets  of  the  world.  These  collections  are  renewed  and 
augmented  as  necessity  may  require. 

II.     Scientific  and  Experimental  Department. 

This  department  has  been  organized  in  order  to  make  a 
careful  study  of  the  scientific  and  economic  value  of  all 
products  collected.  As  for  instance,  tan  barks  are  carefully 
examined  ;  woods  are  studied  ;  gums  and  resins  are  tested. 

18 


Many  new  vegetable  fibres  are  being  investigated  with  refer- 
ence to  new  applications.  In  general,  new  articles  are  sub- 
jected to  scientific  investigation  for  the  purpose  of  determin- 
ing their  commercial  and  practical  value.  Through  the  pub- 
lications of  this  department,  the  institution  will  cooperate  and 
exchange  with  all  other  scientific  and  experimental  bodies  of 
the  world. 

Ill*     Exhibit  of  Foreign  Manufactures. 

This  collection  shows  samples  of  merchandise'  now  being 
sold  in  foreign  countries,  especially  in  the  markets  of  Latin- 
America,  Australia,  South  Africa,  and  other  promising  fields. 
The  object  is  to  show  to  the  American  manufacturer  what  his 
competitors  are  doing  in  the  foreign  trade  of  these  countries, 
and  to  suggest  to  him  new  lines  of  goods  which  he  may  produce 
and  sell  with  profit.  The  practical  value  of  this  department 
will  be  instantly  recognized .  The  manufacturer  of  cotton  goods 
who  is  desirous  of  wider  markets  for  his  products  may  here  find 
thousands  of  samples,  showing  him,  in  the  greatest  detail,  the 
styles  of  goods  which  are  now  being  sold.  He  may  inform  him- 
self concerning  the  weights, -widths,  lengths  and  patterns  which 
are  in  favor.  Bach  sample  is  accompanied  by  the  manufacturer's 
price.  With  this  information  the  American  manufacturer  is 
put  in  a  position  to  judge,  of  any  market,  as  to  whether  it 
would  be  advisable  for  him  to  attempt  to  claim  a  share  of  its 
trade.  Equal  facilities  are  offered  to  manufacturers  of  hard- 
ware and  cutlery,  boots  and  shoes,  hats,  carpets,  woolens,  and 
many  other  lines  of  products. 

Novelties  and  improvements  made  by  foreign  manufac- 
turers in  standard  goods  and  staples  are  promptly  noted. 
Every  attempt  is  made  to  report  immediately  concerning  every 
new  fancy  and  desire  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

IV«    Commercial  Library* 

An  important  branch  of  the  Museum  is  its  Library.  It 
is  the  purpose  here  to  keep  in  published  form  a  complete  record 
of  the  world's  commerce.  The  Library  is  receiving  many 
hundreds  of  publications  on  trade,  commerce  and  finance,  in- 
cluding nearly  every  important  journal  in  the  world.  Business 
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directories  and  books  of  reference  in  all  languages  are  kept  on 
file.  Statistical  publications,  consular  reports,  and  official 
government  reports  are  being  received  from  all  countries.  By 
an  elaborate  system  of  indexing,  this  mass  of  information  is 
made  instantly  available  for  American  business  men. 

The  Bureau  of  Information* 

It  is  the  work  of  the  Bureau  of  Information  to  bring  to- 
gether all  possible  data  relating  to  foreign  commerce;  to  index 
and  compile  this  information  so  as  to  be  readily  accessible  to 
each  individual  interest.  By  means  of  an  elaborate  system  of 
card  indexing,  all  the  prominent  trade  journals  of  the  world, 
Consular  reports  of  the  United  States  and  foreign  governments, 
and  all  trade  reports  of  the  various  Chambers  of  Commerce  and 
Boards  of  Trade  of  the  world  are  carefully  digested  and  index- 
ed, so  that  every  item  of  information  bearing  on  a  specific  line 
of  products  or  special  commercial  subject  is  carefully  noted 
and  classified. 

This  commercial  information  which  comes  to  the  institu- 
tion in  the  form  of  print,  is  further  supplemented  by  extensive 
and  systematic  correspondence.  'Constant  communication  is 
maintained  with  all  United  States  Consuls,  writh  all  chambers 
of  commerce  and  other  commercial  organizations  represented 
on  the  Advisory  Board  of  the  institution,  with  foreign  govern- 
ments and  government  commissions  appointed  to  collect,  aug- 
ment and  renew  the  raw  products,  and  with  paid  representa- 
tives of  the  Museums  abroad.  These  connections  embrace  an 
organized  corps  of  correspondents  now  exceeding  two  thousand 
in  number. 

Through  this  careful  compiling  of  printed  matter  bearing 
on  commercial  subjects  and  extensive  correspondence  with  all 
foreign  markets,  an  exhaustive  study  of  the  requirments  of 
foreign  trade  is  made.  All  facts  relative  thereto  are  compiled 
and  made  available  in  as  concise  and  definite  form  as  possible 
to  American  manufacturers  and  business  men. 

The  manufacturer  or  dealer  who  desires  to  import  raw 
products  of  foreign  countries  is  shown  samples  in  the  Museum, 
and  through  its  Bureau  is  advised  as  to  the  prevailing  prices  in 
-the  country  of  origin,  the  means  and  cost  of  transportation, 
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quantity  available,  and  conditions  under  which  the  particular 
product  desired  can  be  procured. 

To  the  manufacturer  and  business  man  who  desires  to  enter 
into  business  relations  with  foreign  markets,  the  Bureau  gives 
advices  concerning  the  commerce  of  all  countries,  their  customs 
and  commercial  relations,  their  international  treaties,  their 
systems  of  communication  and  transportation,  with  special 
details  of  freight  rates,  tariffs,  exchanges  and  currency.  It  is 
the  purpose  of  this  department  to  be  sufficiently  broad  in  its 
scope  to  command  the  good-will  and  co-operation  of  all  manu- 
facturers, bankers,  commission  houses,  transportation  compan- 
ies, and  all  others  interested  in  the  development  of  American 
commerce. 

Samples  of  what  is  now  being  made  for  these  foreign  mar- 
kets are  shown.  Through  a  careful  inspection  of  these  samples, 
together  with  the  detailed  reports  as  to  the  specific  requirements 
of  the  foreign  markets  from  which  the  samples  come,  the  manu- 
facturer is  able  to  determine  where  the  goods  he  is  manufactur- 
ing may  find  sale  abroad. 

The  Bureau  of  Information  is  directed  in  its  efforts  to  collect 
information  by  the  individual  manufacturers  and  business 
houses  throughout  the  United  States,  and  the  commercial  bodies 
who  make  use  of  the  Bureau  in  procuring  information  affecting 
their  interests. 

Full  details  as  to  the  competition  to  be  met  is  furnished  to 
the  manufacturer  in  regular  monthly  reports,  as  follows:— 

ist.  Character  and  variety  of  goods  demanded  in  each 
market. 

2nd.  The  country  from  which  imported,  together  with  the 
names  and  addresses  of  foreign  manufacturers,  where  possible. 

3rd.     The  quantity  imported  annually. 

4th.     The  manufacturer's  price  at  the  factory. 

.Sth.     The  retail  price  in  each  city  where  sold. 

6th.  The  transportation  charges  from  Europe  to  each 
market  compared  with  similar  charges  from  the  United  States. 

yth.     Import  duties. 

8th.     Character  of  packing. 

9th.     The  names  and  addresses  of  importers. 

This  Bureau  also  collects  detailed  information  concerning 
all  public  improvements  in  progress  or  contemplated  in  Spanish 
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America,  South  Africa,  Australia,  and  other  export  fields  which 
may  be  of  interest  to  the  business  men  of  the  United  States. 

In  addition  to  these  monthly  reports  a  thorough  card  index 
file  of  all  the  prominent  business  houses  in  Australia,  South 
America,  Africa,  India,  China  and  Japan  is  compiled.  These 
houses  are  arranged  in  groups  according  to  the  lines  of  goods 
in  which  they  are  dealing,  so  that  the  American  manufacturer 
can  have  placed  before  him  all  the  desirable  possible  buyers  of 
his  line  of  goods  throughout  the  export  markets  of  the  world. 
These  address  card  files  are  loaned  to  the  the  subscribers  of  the 
Museum.  They  are  kept  carefully  corrected  up  to  date. 

In  addition  to  this  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Bureau  of  In- 
formation to  compile  index  files  of  all  the  manufacturers  in  the 
United  States  in  order  to  place  them  with  the  various  chambers 
of  commerce  and  boards  of  trade  in  foreign  countries  which 
are  represented  on  the  Advisory  Board  of  the  Philadelphia 
Commercial  Museum.  This  will  enable  the  best  class  of  foreign 
buyers,  those  who  are  members  of  the  chambers  of  commerce 
and  other  commercial  organizations  abroad,  to  at  once  consult 
an  index  file  of  all  the  industries  of  the  United  States. 

System  of  Distributing  Information. 

The  information  collected  and  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of 
Information  as  heretofore  set  forth,  is  distributed 

ist.  To  subscribers,  who  pay  an  annual  fee  of  $50.00,  the 
estimated  price  for  copying  all  reports,  card  files  and  postage. 

2d.  To  all  casual  inquirers.  A  rule  adopted  by  the  Bureau 
has  been  to  answer  in  every  instance,  if  possible,  the  first  in- 
quiry from  any  particular  party  without  charge,  but  advising 
that  any  additional  inquiries  which  may  be  desired  to  have 
answered,  must  be  procured  by  becoming  a  subscriber  to  the 
Institution. 

3d.  Any  and  all  individuals  who  call  personally  at  the 
Museum  are  given  full  access  to  information,  with  such  ex- 
planation as  is  found  necessary  and  desirable,  free  of  charge. 
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